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A New Home Brings a New Future
by Kathy Tran

Even though Habitsl for Humanity has changed quite a bit sinca my brother, Tom, and | Began
voluriesring many yoors 800, @ few things still remain the same. | ko the b sighificance of Habitat becausa |
hies witnessed its mirecles firsthand - it changss vas. i changed my Ha

My mother, Whitney, toded endiessly al work and school, but owr finances were stll unsiabla. We
plummeted into the depths of poverty. The only affordable place for ws o Ive was a sullied, one-badroom
apartiment in a reacharows district that was the scena of drug dealng, gang activity, and inescapable misory
Hesrver, my mothar naver gave up hopae, and she never ket cur siustion hinder us in amy way,

in 1988, a man broke inlo our apariment and attacked my mathar. 1t was the baming point in cur Ives. My
mcther kners sha had 0 do evenything sha could 1o take us away from the dismal spartment and to B us inlo a
Ihealthier life. Forfunalely, in her moment of desperation, she discovensd Habital Mr. Eubanks assured us thatl
Habitnt would halp us escaps the trouble, fear, and danger of our draadiul e, Habiel would build us a home. Wa
ware officially presenied our new homa, 3089 Dixon Streed, on August 26th, 2001, That happy day, after ail the
hardships we had endured, we wors given a gift thal many people are not forunate enough 10 recalve; the gift
‘wiad nod just & housa - tha gift was opporfunity. My mothor, brother, and | now had the opporunity b0 advance in
life without Tear. Wa had the opporfunity to have successful futures. Hab#at gave us thal opportunity,

Cwur lves are now insparational modals of the Amearican drearm. Marmy peophs neved een dar o dream of
the things we have accomplished My mother is now a successiul registerad nurse. Only a few years out of
school, she has aamed impressiva posilion i the Intensive Care Unit. Tom i a thriving freshman al Mercer
University on the pre-pharmaceutical track. Despile the difficulty of his Bcoalereted courses, he conlinues Lo
pafiorm tha violin and has aven been recognized for his excellent academics on the Dean's List | have recantly
beon mamed Salutatorian and Mosl Likely to Succeed. This fall, | will attend Yale University as a promoedical
shudent,

Froam & Kfa of ruin and destaution, we have overcome unspeakable advarsity Habitat was the catabyst to
our new Iife. | often imagine what cur Fves would bo Bke without Habital, but | try 1o look towards the Rtue - 8
future of Basutiful homes and happy lives for many other families like ming. The goal of Habiet = b elmanabe
poverty and provide a glimmer of hopa in the desclade word. It i reliel in a life thet oo oflen seams
blaak, | boll my family's: story bo encourage and inspire those in hard tmes. Mo matter the adversity of Ife, there is
hops. For many of those in difficull steations, thet hops will be Habilat fof Humarsty.
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