TURNING POINTS

Habitat Means Hope To My Family

by Kathy May Tram

hile many people have

heard about Habdiat

for Husnamiey, mast do
nod realize the deep impact it has
an the people i serves. Millard
Fuller founded Habiest on o fus-
damental principle of his
Christian belsel Jesus® love {8 a
simphe demonstration of kind-
ness, Based in Americus, Georgia
and publicized by Jimmy Carter,
Hiabitat demonstrates love by
building affordable bomes for
needy families all over the workd
It is fusled by donations and vol-
unbeers who contribute thetr time,
skills, amd resourTes, Most impor-
Chflﬂ‘:l.l.ﬂ word—apirinzal support
o secompany physical provi-
:inrﬂ. It changes lives; It changed
my life. In our moment of desper-
atiof, Habitat came 1o the rescue,

My family endured a difficult

life, My parents divorced while
my brothes, Tom, and | were very
winsng chiklren, Our wormess grew
s our single-parent houschiold
phimmseted into the depehs of
porwerty. My mother, Hue, strug-
gled to provide for our Linke fami-
ly. Though she barely spoke
English, she leamed s she tnzght
us. For years, she worked a5 2
wenitress and astended schoal,
both full-time. Even though she
toiled endlessly, our finances
were unsiable. We were depend-
el o government xid and could
-nu]al afford to live in a small,

seemingly
ery. My mother was always somy
we had 1o live there, but she tried
her best to protect us and make
our lives decent. She fsver
diminished in swength, She was
determined not 1o be another link
in the cycle of poverty.
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er, mnd we were happy children
Owar fammily was the target of o

erime years later. A man kid in

our closet and attacked my maoth-

_ e, With hia knife he stripped ber

clothes and prepared 10 rape her,
buf she reasoned with him in the
ennerving situation. She talked 10
liien, bobd him about her children,
bier dreams, and God's love for
hiem, o mustter what e &id or
what be was sbout o do. She
asked him to spare her. He did.

It was really God who spared
our mother that day, He had a
plan for us end introduced saving
grace in the form of Habiat for
Humanity. We were sure we
cotld never afford 1o own 8
ouwse; however, Habiral sssured
1% they could help s escape the
troubles, fear, and danger of our
present life. Habitat would build
s & home, and God would pro-
vide, regardless our financial sil-
mation,

Ot exitire farmily was amazed
that there were such good people
i the world whi gave so musch
tos help absoluse strangess. Tom
and | met lifelong friends, men-
tors, and role models we will
never forger. Habitat opened &
world of Christizn love 10 e 1
witnessed Cod's miraches ocur-

ring before my very eyes. His fol-
lowers are beautiful and grackous;
His generosity and mercy are
vast. The volunteers contribuséd
because they truly knew the hap-
pimess that God offers and want-

* ed to share it with others.

Habitat presented ws our very
own home in 2001 on one of the
most joyous days of our lives.
The generous volumieers and the
wonderfiol oeganizalion gave us u
gift that mamy people are never
fartianate enoiagh to receive, bist
the: gift was mot just » house, The
gift was opportunity; the gill was
friendshkip; the gift was love.

Our lives are now models of
the American dream. From a
divorced Emmigrant with two
young children, we have beoome
more than asyene ever expecied.
Tom excels in school and pre-
pares 1o begin his first year at
Miercer's pharmacy school. [ am
a sophomare on the pre-medical
track at Yabe University, My
mither, especially, has fielt the
blessang of God. Many people
mever even dare 1o dream of
achieving the goals that she has
pecomplished. She is now a reg-
istered ourse in the ICU and i
caming ber realior’s license. Tom
and | can never fully express our

pride, respect, or bove for her. We
cheish her for sacrificing every-
thing for our sake. We thank the
Lord for sending such 8 genenous
and humble woman 1o gusde us.

On the worksiie of Habicat, |
have witnessed lives changing. |
hawe seen satisfied fces of work-
s afier & hard day's waork, |
have joined bomecwrers aver-
came with emotion, and | kave
heard emdbess praises s the Lond,
The warkd is not perfect, but
Hinbitas makes it o far beiter
place. It is reliel in a world tha:
w0 often seems unavoidsbly
bleak.

The goal of Habitat, our
chapter's president once told me,
is 1o elimbnate poverty and pro-
vide a glimmer of hope to those
in desperate need. No matter ibe
adversities of life, there is hope
beaniie there is God. Perbaps f
many peopbe, God will manifest
this hope throagh Habiiat for
Humaniry.

1 write this anticle to ask you
o contribude o this wonderial
organzzation and see the genuine
bope that it spreads throuaghout
the world. Our life is only cne of
many Habital success stories.
Plesse help o make more. Do not
worry if you can’t seing a ham-
mer or if you doa't have the
fimnds 1o donate; all Habitat
requines is o willing beart.
There's always somewhese to
belp—errands in the office, pro-
viding lanch om the warksite,
comtributing monetarily, organiz-
ing findraisers, building the
hosases, and more.

Please contact the Hebitat
affice st 4T8-328-315E or hoco-
hebitag(@chi mgacoxmail.com for
mare information. O, just come
ot 1 the worksite o find out
what Habitat is all aboat! Habitat
is curmently building a home on
Oircherd Way, behind U-Haul on
‘Watson Boulevard



